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THE FUHRERBUCH OF JOHANN JAUN 

By D. F. 0. DANGAR 

' WING to 1-Ians' abnormal carelessness in regard to all matters 
appertaining to himself, the greater part of his mountaineering 
achievements are not recorded in this book at all. He is 

fortunately in the habit of leaving it at home, or it would long since 
have been destroyed or lost.' Thus \vrote Sir Edward Davidson in 
the Fuhrerbuch of Hans Jaun, in 1887. 

Covering a period of thirty-five years, the book contains but thirty
one entries most of them signed by the best known amateurs of the 
time and it is therefore a very incomplete history of J aun's career. 
Although his habit of leaving his book at home is, no doubt, the chief 
reason for the many omissions, several of his Herren must bear a share 
of the responsibility. J. Oakley Maund, for instance, apart from 
signing with C. T. Dent an entry in reference to an ascent of the 
Bietschhorn, has written less than a dozen lines in the book, and he 
does not specifically mention a single one of the many expeditions he 
made with Jaun. Of two entries by Herr Georg Griiber, one covers 
a period of seven years, and neither Maund nor Middlemore makes 
mention of the work of that glorious week in 1876 which, as one of the 
participants held, ' was entitled to be considered from a purely climbing 
point of view as a tour de force unsurpassed in the history of the Alps.' 
Middlemore, however, has paid a." well deserved tribute to his old guide 
in Pioneers of the Alps. 

J aun took part in the first ascent of the highest peak of the Gran des 
Jorasses on June 30, 1868, with Horace Walker, Melchior Anderegg, 
and the porter J ulien Grange of Courmayeur, but the first entry in his 
book, dated July 7, 1869, is signed by T. S. Kennedy and W. H. C. 
Whigham, and records that with Jakob Anderegg he guided them up the · 
Schreckhorn ; ' he is a good guide and a most careful painstaking man, 
and deserving of all encouragement.' 

It was shortly after this expedition that lVIiddlemore met J aun for 
the first time. Middlemore, then twenty-seven years of age, was 
spending his first season in the Alps and until he fell in with J aun had 
been unlucky in his guides. His brief career of serious climbing only 
lasted for eight seasons, but during that time he carried out many great 
expeditions under the leadership of J aun. In I 86g, during a fortnight 
together, impeded by very bad weather, they crossed the Theodule and 
the Col du Geant and made the fourth ascent of Mont Blanc from the . 
cabane on the Aiguille du Midi. Thus were laid the foundations of 
a most fruitful partnership. ' He -appears to me,' wrote Middlemore, 
' to have all the qualities for a first rate guide, and these qualities have 
been developed under some of the best guides of the 0 berland.' 
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In I 870 Hans was called out on frontier service in consequence of the 
Franco-German war and his mountaineering seems to have been con
fined to a few expeditions with Ho race Walker's party, the only ascent 
of note being the first of the N. summit of the Aiguilles de Trelatete 
with Walker, Moore, and Jakob Anderegg. Walker's entry states that 
Hans ' gave the greatest satisfaction and I have much pleasure in 
recommending him as an excellent guide and a very good fellow.' 

I87I found him again with T. S. Kennedy ; ' In attempting to 
ascend the Lyskamm from Gressoney, neither of us being acquainted 
with the route, we lost our way in bad weather at a great height and 
this gave him an opportunity of showing his powers. He got out of the 
diffictJ.lty in a manner worthy of a first rate guide. He is an excellent 
companion.' 

With Middlemore later in the summer, he made, amongst others, 
ascents of the Aletschhorn, Lyskamm, and Grandes Jorasses. ' I think 
J aun is a fir.st rate guide,' wrote Middlemore, ' a delightful companion 
and just the sort of person one would take who tried new things or 
sought much sport out of old things.' Here, surely, is a·hint of things 
to come! . 

The following year, I 872, Middlemore was joined by his brother with 
J. J. Maquignaz and by Frederick Gardiner with Peter Knubel. The 
party descended the Breithorn by a new route to Ayas and traversed 
the Matterhorn from Zermatt to Breuil. J aun opined that the ascent 
from Zermatt was ' a fraud utilised for the purpose of· enriching local 
guides from the pockets of ambitious neophytes, but the descent to 
Breuil was ' ganz anders.' 

Then followed the first traverse of the Obergabelhorn from Zermatt 
to Zinal where the party broke up. Middlemore's statement .in 
Pioneers that on the following day· J aun returned to Zermatt over the 
summit of the Rothorn, seems open to doubt, for Gardiner returned by 
the Triftjoch and the first recorded traverse of the Rothorn from 
Zinal to Zermatt was not made until I873· Middlemore concludes 
his entry for I 872 as follows : ' I heartily endorse what I have writte~ 
in former years and strongly recommend him as guide to those [who] 
like to get sport out of the difficulties (and sometimes the dangers) that 
are inseparable from travelling in the high alps.' 

Then cam.e a fortnight with Thomas Hamond, A.C., followed by a 
journey over the passes from Engelberg to Grindelwald and an ascent 
of the Wetterhorn with Messrs. S. and F. Marshal!. The last entry 
for I872 is by our member G. E. Maude and records a passage of the 
Strahlegg. 

The sole entry for I 873, once again over the signature of Middlemore 
is reproduced in full : ' J ohann J aun accompanied me as guide with 

. Christian Lauener for six weeks, during which time we, amongst other 
excursions, ascended the Eiger, the Monch from Wengern Alp des
cending to the Faulherg, the Aletschhorn from the north side (for the 
first time) descending to Eggishorn, the Jungfrau Joch, the Schreckhorn, 
the Rothorn, Morning Pass at the same time ascending the Schallhorn 
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(for the first time) and Mont Blanc from the glacier du Mont Blanc 
(the affluent of the Miage) Mr. Kennedy's route, descending to 
Chamouni by the usual route. I can heartily endorse what I have 
heretofore said as to Jaun's qualities as a guide.' The Rothorn, it 
may be remarked, was traversed from Zermatt to Zinal in one day. 

In I874 J aun was Middlemore's sole guide for four weeks in July .. 
The weather was uniformly bad. ' Our journey has therefore been a 
succession of failures ' wrote Middlemore, ' which by the boldness and 
pru.dence of J aun have been saved from accident. One expedition 
only of importance have we succeeded in the passage for the first 
time of the Col des Grandes Jorasses from Cormayeur to Chamouni. 
The journey took us 22 hours of continuous work, six hours of which 
were spent on the hardest and most dangerous rocks it has been my 
fortune to climb. To the patience and pluck of J aun the success of 
this expedition is solely due. I need not add that my opinion of J aun 
as a guide is unchanged. It could not have been strengthened.' 

This expedition, which Middlemore described elsewhere as his best 
with J aun, raised much controversy and discussion in alpine circles. 
Overtaken by a storm, the party passed the previous night ' under a 
stone at the top of the pastures facing the Mont de Saxe.' Leaving 
this at 3.30 A.M., they did not arrive at Chamonix until I .I 5 A.M. next 
morning, having suffered the loss of two ice axes swept away by falling 
stones. 

Middlemore read a paper 1 about the expedition to the Club and in 
the discussion that followed was somewhat severely criticised.2 Leslie 
Step hen wrote a letter to the ALPINE JOURNAL 3 protesting that, while 
Middlemore had a perfect right to risk his own neck he was taking a 
serious responsibility in persuading guides to accompany him on 
expeditions of this nature. ' Such performances should be discouraged 
as decidedly as possible by the Alpine Club.' Middlemore made a 
spirited reply in the next issue,4 pointing out that any risk the members 
of the party ran from falling stones was from stones that they them
selves had loosened. He scored a pretty point by reminding Stephen 
that he himself had written only ten years previously' the danger from 
falling stones, on the other hand, appears to me to be greatly exag
gerated.' 

Although J aun's doings for the rest of the season are not recorded 
in the book, it may be mentioned that he and Middlemore went to La 
Grave where a meeting with Maund had been arranged for July 29. 
Maund, however, spent fifty-six hours in crossing the Breche de la 
Meije, and Middlemore, weary of waiting, returned to England. Jaun 
joined Maund and they made the third ascent of the Central peak of 
La Meije on August 3. 

The only entry for I875 is signed by Paul Methuen. Jaun led him · 
and Captain Montgomery on a number of expeditions including the 
Ecrins, Pelvoux, Aiguille Verte and the second crossing of the Domjoch. 

1 A.J. 7. 225. 2 A.J. 7. 279. 3 A.J. 7. 3 I 1. 4 A.J. 7. 402 (misprinted 
' 302 '). 
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' He is quite excellent,' wrote the future Lord Methuen, ' and I cannot 
think in any way for his age he has a superior guide in Switzerland.' 

In 1876 we find Maund's brief entry. On July 31, he, Middlemore, 
and Henri Cordier with Jaun, Jakob Anderegg, and Andreas Maurer 
made the first ascent of the Aiguille Verte from the glacier d'Argentiere. 
Middlemore, with Lord Wentworth and Jaun had made an attempt the 
previous year. This great climb 'for at least three seasons Jaun's 
pet project' was not repeated for forty-eight years. On August 4 
the same p~rty made the first ascent of Les Courtes and three days later 
(without Jakob Anderegg, who was ill with rheumatism) the first ascent 
of Les Droites. 

The only reference to these last expeditions is contained in an entry 
of Sir Edward Davidson's in 1887, where he includes them in a list 
of some of J aun 's expeditions which find no other mention in the book. 

A few days later Middlemore and Cordier with J aun and Kaspar 
Maurer were at Pontresina and set out to ascend Piz Bernina by the 
Biancograt and the Berninascharte. This attempt is not alluded to in 
the Fi.ihrerbuch, and is only mentioned here because no satisfactory 
explanation has been put forward to account for what happened. The 
party reached the summit of Pizza Bianco (the first ascent) but J aun 
and Maurer did not like the look of the Scharte, and it will always be 
one of the mysteries of alpine history why they should then have 
declared that further progress was ' ganz u.nmoglich.' The prize was 
left for Dr. Gi.issfeldt who made the first complete ascent by the Bianco
grat almost exactly two years later with Hans Grass and J ohann Gross. 

Apart from this failure, Middlemore's final season of serious climbing 
was a succession of triumphs and on August 18, 1876, he made his last 
great expedition, with the same party, the first ascent of Piz Roseg 
from the Tschierva glacier. 

The following year opens with some ascents in the Oberland with 
F. C. and J. W. Hartley, including 'a new route up the Ochsenhorn 
in which we were beaten by a terrific wind when within ===zso' of the 
summit.' 

Then follows Sir Edward Davidson's first entry. With J. W. 
Hartley, Jaun and Peter Rubi he made several ascents round Zermatt 

· including new routes on the Gabelhorn and W eisshorn. ' We both 
consider J aun to be one of the very best guides we have ever travelled 
with and we hope to secure his services in future years. His pace on a 
mountain (and we may also add on a path !) is something extraordinary 
and he is besides most careful and safe.' Climbing was brought to an 
end by bad weather and the unfortunate accident on September 6, 
when Messrs. Lewis and Paterson with Niklaus, Johann, and Peter 
Joseph Knubel were killed on the Lyskamm. Jaun played a promi
nent part in the recovery of the bodies and his book contains the 
following testimonial over the signatures of W. E. Davidson, A.C., 
J. Walker Hartley, A.C., and H. Seymour Hoare, A.C.; 'It is our 
pleasing duty to testify to Jaun's admirable conduct on September 
gth during a most laborious, painful and difficult day's work. He 
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accompanied us on the expedition which brought back the bodies of the 
two travellers and the three guides who perished on the Lyskamm on 
September 6th. His zeal and energy were unabated throughout and 
he contributed to a very great extent to the successful issue of a most 
trying task.' , 

In I878 we find a new route up the Bietschhorn with C. T. Dent, 
Maund and Andreas Maurer. . 

There are no further entries until that of Sir Edward Davidson 
dated September I9, I882. The expeditions mentioned include the 
following : · 

Col Dolent. Second passage and first crossing from the glacier 
d 'Argentiere to Courmayeur. 

Col de Talefre. First passage of the col from the Val Ferret to 
Chamonix. 

Mont Blanc. Ascent from Chamonix and descent to Courmayeur 
by the glacier de Miage. The first time the ·mountain had been crossed 
from France to Italy. 

Mont Maudit. First ascent, afterwards descending to the Corridor 
and thence by the Mur de la Cote to the summit of Mont Blanc. 

The above expeditions were all in I 878. · 
First ascent of a secondary peak of the Aiguille du Plan, overlooking 

the Col de L'Aiguille du Plan (September 2, I88o). 
Aiguille du Plan. Second ascent (September 4, I 88o ). 
Col des Hirondelles. · From the Montanvert to Courmayeur 

(August I2, I882). . 
The entry concludes with a striking tribute : ' Hans J aun's reputa

tion as a mountaineer is of course quite independent of any words of 
mine, for he is well known to all climbers as a guide with no superior 
in the Alps. To his modest and simple nature and his sterling worth
to his great courage to his loyalty to his employers and devotion in 
all respects to their interests, no words of mine can do justice.' 

Sir H. Seymour Hoare mentions ascents of the Dent Blanche and 
the Aiguille V erte in I 87 4 and ' can thoroughly endorse all that Mr. 
Davidson has said on the subject of Hans Jaun's excellence as a guide.' 

In 1885 he was with Herr Georg Gri.iber for four weeks and among 
other expeditions, traversed the Matterhorn and crossed the Sesiajoch. 

Davidson's third and last entry was made in I887. 'Johann Jaun 
has been with me for some weeks in I885 and I887 and also for a short 
time in I884. (In I883 he accompanied Mr. T. S. Kennedy to the 
Himalayas and in I886 I was unable to leave England). Amongst 
other (and minor) excursions we have made together ascents of the 

Lauterbrunnen Breithorn (I884), 
Eiger, for the 2nd time (I 88 5), 
Gross Lauteraarhorn (I885), 
Gross Viescherhorn (I885), 
Monch (1887), 

• 



• 

•• 
THE FUHRERBUCH . OF JOHANN JAUN 

and have crossed the Jungfraujoch (I887), 
Wetterlucke (I884), 

Triftlimmi (I 884), 
Rosenegg (ascending Rosenhorn en route) (I 884), 

Weitsattel (I884). 

It is impossible for me to add anything to what I have already written 
in praise of Hans in this book, but I can do no less than most thoroughly 
endorse every word of it . . . To adopt the words used by his earliest 
and best known Herr (Mr. T. Middlemore) in writing about Hans this 
spring ' none of the second generation of guides can show such a splendid 
record of new expeditions ' one should perhaps add ' of the very first 
rank.' 

Grti her's second entry covers the period I 889-I 89 5, and mentions 
an ascent of Piz Bernina over the Biancograt. The doings of Gruber 
and Jaun in August I88g are n9t easy to follow as Gruber wrote no 
details of the expeditions in the Fuhrerbuch. It may be stated, 
however, that on August 4, with Davidson and Hans von Bergen, they 
made the third passage of the Porta Roseg or ' Gussfeldt Sattel,' the 
two guides cutting up the great ice wall in one h9ur and thirty-five 
minutes. On August 8th, with Jaun's brother Andreas, they reached 
the Berninascharte from the T$chierva glacier and then descended the 
E. face of Pizzo Bianco. Mumm, however, in his 'Alpine Club 
Register,' writes that c. July 24 Griiber was compelled to give up an 
ascent of Piz Bernina by the Scharte route ' owing to the wind and a 
new descent of Pizzo Bianco was made by the E. face to the Morter
atsch Glacier,' and that on August 8, having 'reached the base .of the 
F elsenthurm on the N. arete of Piz Bernina direct from the Tschierva 
Glacier he ascended to the summit in the steps made by Davidson's 
party in their (Ist) descent by the Scharte route, without actually going 
into the Scharte.' 

Grliber also mentions an ascent of Monte di Scerscen from the Roseg 
(Tschierva ?) glacier. 

Of the few remaining entries, three are signed by H. Sillem of 
Amsterdam. J aun travelled with him for four weeks in I 897, and for 
three weeks in the following year when Cesar l{nubel was second guide. 
They made several ascents in the Oberland, climbed the Breithorn 
from the north, traversed the Matterhorn from Breuil to Zermatt and 
made a second traverse by the Zmutt arete. Sill em can ' strongly 
recommend him for the most difficult ascents.' They were together 
again in I902 in the Oberland and Zermatt district with Johann Grill 
(Sohn) as second guide. A noteworthy expedition was an ascent of 
the Finsteraarhorn by the S.E. arete on August I9. 

Sillem was an experienced climber who had travelled in the Andes, 
New Zealand and Himalayas. He was killed in I 907 on the Italian 
side of the Col du Geant: setting out from the Torino Refuge in 
advance of his guides, he is thought to have stumbled shortly after 



• 

• • 

THE FUHRERBUCH OF JOHANN JAUN 

leaving the hut and fell about I200 ft., his body being found on the 
Mont Frety glacier. 

Dr. Bendir, of Frankfurt-am-Main, records passages of the Eiger
joch and Wetterliicke in I9oo and also an ascent of the Gspaltenhorn, 
the first time that J aun had made this expedition. 

F. T. Bircham signs the last entry, dated July 2 5, I 904. Bircham 
was one of the pioneers ; he made the first ascent of the N. summit of 
Piz Roseg and was elected to the Alpine Club as far back as I 864. He 
records that for three seasons J aun had accompanied him ' in various 
expeditions such as at my age I am fit for. He is an excellent com
panion and a first rate guide and most careful and attentive.' 

Hans J aun was perhaps the greatest of the second generation of 
guides. His qualities are stressed in almost every· entry in his Fuhrer
buch ; his long list of new expeditions affords further evidence of his 
enterprise and initiative. His early meeting with Middlemore was 
a fortunate circumstance for both of them. Such an alliance was 
bound to produce results and J aun very soon made a name for himself 
in consequence of the expeditions they· performed together. 

Thus when Middlemore retired in I876, Jaun was at the height of 
his fame. He was ' ripe ' for Sir Edward Davidson and was engaged 
by him the following year, and then followed another long sequence 
of splendid ascents. It is with these two, Middlemore and Davidson, 
that Hans J aun will be most closely con~ected. 

Taught by Melchior Anderegg, he proved himself a worthy pupil of 
the great master. 

• 
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